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Our Mission
Developmental Center of the Ozarks makes a positive
difference in the community by providing services which
enable individuals to reach and maintain their optimal
level of development.

Our Purpose
The Developmental Center of the Ozarks serves infants,
children, and adults who are developmentally disabled,
developmentally delayed or physically disabled, as well as
those who are not, through therapeutic, educational,
habilitative and rehabilitative programs. DCO holds as its
greatest responsibility the promotion of personal growth
through the teaching of skills necessary for all citizens of
our community to lead full and productive lives.

In addition to direct services, DCO also provides:

• Advocacy Activities — ensuring continued development
of necessary resources and full inclusion for all citizens 
of the community 

• Community Awareness — including public speaking, 
tours of DCO facilities, agency and program brochures, 
an annual report, quarterly newsletters, public service 
announcements, and numerous fundraising activities 

• Ongoing Education — teaching families, employers, and
the community about issues related to developmental 
disabilities through training classes, presentations, and 
both formal and informal interactions

• Political Involvement — ensuring continued 
improvement of services which are current, innovative, 
and of the highest quality through support from our 
local, regional, and state governmentPlanned G
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Developmental SuccessTouching and changing lives, forever.

Underwritten By:

A Member Agency:



An Invitation
In 1954, a small group of parents whose children had
Cerebral Palsy banded together to find some help and some
hope. Out of their courage and foresight emerged the

United Cerebral Palsy Center of
SW Missouri (today called
Developmental Center of the
Ozarks). What began as a single
program in borrowed space now
serves hundreds from 12 area
counties each year — with five
programs located in three Missouri
cities.  The 1954 Society was
organized in honor of the founders
and those first children. It ensures
DCO will continue to serve those
in need.

Mankind has always been endowed with a charitable spirit,
but no society has embraced philanthropy more than our
own. With each generation, Americans establish new
plateaus by which our generous spirit is measured. We
understand that giving is both a reflection of the best parts
of who we are and the key to the most important work we
will accomplish in our community as neighbors.

In joining the 1954 Society, your generosity is permanently
exhibited through the many lives that will be touched and
forever changed.

Benefits of Membership

• Your legacy will live on in the form of continued 
service, education and advocacy.

• You will receive a lapel pin and certificate of 
recognition to identify your commitment to DCO.

• You will receive recognition in DCO’s Annual Report 
and at the Recognition Luncheon.

Requirements for Membership
You will become a member of the 1954 Society when you
indicate in writing that you have made an estate gift to
DCO. Some gifts that qualify you for membership are:

• Naming DCO in your estate plan (will or trust)

• Naming DCO as a beneficiary of a life insurance 
policy or retirement plan

•  Establishing a charitable gift annuity for DCO

• Making a gift today of $10,000 or more

How to Join
If you have included Developmental Center of the Ozarks
(DCO) in your estate plans or would like to make a gift
today of $10,000 or more, simply complete the attached
card to tell us about your plans so that we can properly
thank and honor you as a 1954 Society member. All
information you give will remain confidential.

Please help us honor your wishes by using the following
language in your estate plan.

Direct Bequest
I give, devise, bequeath, ___________ to Developmental
Center of the Ozarks, or its’ successor organization, a
nonprofit corporation as described in sections 170(c),
2055(a), 2522(a) of the Internal Revenue Code, located at
1545 East Pythian, Springfield, MO, to be used for its tax
exempt purposes in providing services to those with special
needs or similar service needs.

Residuary Bequest
I give, devise, bequeath, all the rest, residue and remainder
of my estate to Developmental Center of the Ozarks, or its’
successor organization, a nonprofit corporation as described
in sections 170(c), 2055(a), 2522(a) of the Internal
Revenue Code, located at 1545 East Pythian, Springfield,
MO, to be used for its tax exempt purposes in providing
services to those with special needs or similar service needs.

Restricted Bequest
I give, devise, bequeath, ___________ to Developmental
Center of the Ozarks, or its’ successor organization, a
nonprofit corporation as described in nonprofit corporation
as described in sections 170(c), 2055(a), 2522(a) of the
Internal Revenue Code, located at 1545 East Pythian,
Springfield, MO, to be used for/in [insert restricted use
language here].

YES, I would like to become a member
of the 1954 Society.

I have already made the following gift:

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Phone number: (      )

Date of birth:

E-mail address:

Requests for information impose no obligation and are kept confidential.

Approximate value $____________________(optional)

Bequest in my will

Trust

Retirement Fund

Other

Life Insurance

Gift Annuity

Real Estate

If anonymous, 
please check here.

YES, I would like to request more information about
wills and estate planning.

YES, I would like to learn more about gifts that provide
lifetime income and tax benefits.

If you would like more information about 
the 1954 Society, or additional information

on planned giving, please contact:

417-829-0896
E-mail: plannedgiving@DCOonline.com

You may also visit us at

www.DCOonline.com


